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of the soul is not this kingdom, or Abraham's 
bosom, but the place which Christ has gone to * pre- 
pare for them!’ Christ is emphatically the oniy 
Mediator between God and man. The end of his 
mediation is the reconciling man to God; not God 
te man. God never was, nor never will be, in a state 
of unreconeiliation to his creature and offspring, 


pomp, and he that rejoiceth, (the rich man) shall 
deseend into it, &e.’ The judgments which shail be 
visited upon the Israelites are enumerted—their 
darkness and unbelief is predicted. — And he said, 
| go, and tell this people, hear ye, indeed, but under- 
|stand pot; and see ye, indeed, but perceive not. 
Make the heart of this people fat, and make their 


{man ; if he ever was, he would necessarily remain | ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with 


The parables of our Lord and Saviour Jesus} so without end; for he is unchangeable! His na-| their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand 
Christ, however diversified by the figures in which | ture is the same-—to-day, yesterday, and for ever—| with their heart, and convert, and be healed. Then 
he velated them, had tor their object the accom-|* God is Love!’ Paul says,‘ Ye are dead, and your! said 1, Lord, how long? And be answered, Until 
pliskment of the prophecies, and the introduction | life is hid with Christ in God.’ This life, theretore,| the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the 


and glory of his Mediatorial kingdom. There is, 
however, adifference in the order in which these 
parables are recorded by the Evangelists. Matt. 
xxv. appears to be the conclusion of the great events 
mentioned in, and of the parables themselves. ‘The 
difference in the order and arrangement is there 
manifest, when compared with the gospel by Luke. 
Matthew is more particular in hts relation. Luke 
xix. 12 to 26. relates the same parable, which is 
contained in Matt. xxv. 14 to 30. And Luke xxi. 
and Matt. xxiv. may be considered as parallel pas- 
sages, and unanswerable evidence of Christ’s com- 
ing in his kingdom, &c., during the then generation. 
Tne parable under discussion, although different in 
figure, is in substance the same, as that related by 
Matt. xxv. from $1 to 46 inclusive. Both relating 
to the casting off of the Jews, and receiving of the 
Gentiles, Xe. 

‘ Aad it came to pass thut the beggar died, and 
was carried by angels into Abraham's bosom.’ It is 
common to a proverb to consider deaih as a release | 
from bodily suffering ; and there are few who have 
arrived to mature years, who have not experienced 
1 kind of melancholy satisfaction, on witnessing | 





the decease of those, whose bodily iniirmities and | therefore, is the child of God! The children of men | made them. 


mentioned by the apostle, is the place Christ weut 
to prepare tur mankind. With this view of the 
subject, we think the words of the prophet are 
beautifully sublime and appropriate. ‘Lord, thou 


hast been our dwelling place in all generations. Be- , 


fore the mountains were brought forth, or ever 
thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even 
from everlasting to everlasting, thou God!’* Psalm 
xc. We cannot forbear expatiating upon the glori- 
ous truth taught here. And we cannot but hope, 
the reader will pardon the digression. Is there a 
man so blinded by his prejudices, as to deny this 
truth, that ‘ God is the Futher of the sptrits of ail 
fiesh? It would seem impossible there should be! 
How,then, can it be possible,for the souls of millions 
to be miserable without end, when God their Father 
has been, and will be, their dwelling place? From 
everlasting (referring to a period before the creation 
of the earth, or this world, and) to everlasting ; and 
the prophet, fur the truth of this, making this so- 
lemn appeal— Thou God! The prophet adds, 
‘Thou turnest man to destruction; and sayest, 
RETURN, ye children of men!’ Mark the distine- 


| houses without man, and the land be utterly deso- 
late, and the Lord have removed men far away, 
and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the 
land.” Mark the phraseology--- 7 hey descended in- 
toHELL! The question is asked---* Lord, how 
long ?’ The answer is given. The time is limited! 
If any person should object to the word hell being 
used ina figurative sense, as a place, or rather a 
state of darkness, we answer, ‘The prophet David 
declared, * Thou hast delivered my soul from the 
lowest hell!!!’ The prophet Jonah declared, * Out 
of the belly of hell cried 1, Ne.’ David, likewise, 
says,‘ The pains of hell gat hold upon me; I found 
trouble and sorrow.’ 'Theu hell is a place, or state 
of ‘trouble and sorrow.’ Surciy if the good pro- 





phets went to hell, (and they certainly did if they 
told the truth) we ought not to be surprised at the 
wicked Israelites going there. And if Goa delivered 
David and Jonah from hell, he can deliver the rich 
man (the Israelites) from hell! We have heard of 
preachers, who declaim agaiust * hell redemptioncrs,’ 
as they are pleased to call them. We Gank they 


would do well te consider, whether their t-umed 





tion—Ged is the Father of the soul, and the soul, 


denunciations are not potnicd against the Ged who 
God redeemed David and Jonak: from 


pains had been of long duration. This figure is|are turned to destruction, not the (soul) children of hell; and God (and with grat:ful reverence we 


therefore peculiarly emplatic, and illustrative of | 
the poor beggar. 


God! But the (body, the) children of men shall 


speak it) isthe only Being who bas the power to 


ilis situation was distressing in- | return from destruction! Who willdeny this? Can- | redeem from heli! ‘Ube werd translated hed in this 


deed; and not suseepiilic of any amelioration. It} not He who spoke worlds into being ? Cannot that | passage, is the Aedes of the Greeks, which always 


was too calamitous to be iinpreved by any chaage | 
of circumstavees. This was ihe condition of the] 
Gentile world! The avs ia the parable, are hgura- 
tive of the a@postics, who were the messengers of 
suod news. * ddbrchan’s bosom,—the jah of 
Abraham. The bosom ts liguratively the recepta- 
cle of all that is useful in kauowledge, or consolatory 
in retigion. .@nd is deseribed under the figure of a 
chest, iu which are contained the heart, the seat 
of the affections, the abode of faith and love ; and 
the life of the creature ; and may be considered, 
when used in figure, as expressive beyond compari- 
son. We believe in all ages it has been considered, 
that the receiving a person to the bosom of another, 
has conveyed the wea of the person so received, 
being a partner in all the blessings possessed by the 
other. iv this sense,the apostles of Christ carried the 
Gentiles to Abrahain’s bosom, which was the resi- 
dence of faith. Of that faith which came from God, 
faith in the promise of God, that in Christ, * All the 
families of the earth should be blessed.’ Paul in 
his Epistle te the Romans, iv. speaking of Abra- 
ham, says,‘ For the promise that he should be the 
heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his 
seed threugh the law, but through the righteous- 
vess of faith, &e. As it is written, I have made 
thee a father of many nations.’ Paul likewise de- 
clared, ‘ We who have believed, do enter into rest!” 
Those who have been accustomed to consider this 
parable a literal narrative, will see the absurdity at 
onee, if they will recur to the words of Christ, who 
says.‘ | go to prepare a place for you, &e.’ Believ- 
ing it eannet reasonably be objected to, we shall 
consider Matt. xxv. $1. to the end, as containing 
and relating to the same events with the parable 
under consideration. The blessed are there invited 
to enter the ‘ kingdom prepared for them from the 





foundation of the world. But the future residence 


Voice which thundered through Chaos, and said,— 
‘Let there be light—and there was light 7’? Cannot 
He reanimate that frame which was produced by 
powers delegated from his own Omnipotence? He 
can! He will! ‘ Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in 
Zion ; and unto thee shail the vow be performed. O 
thou, that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh 
come. Iniquities prevail against me---our transgres- 
sions, thou shalt purge them away.’ Psalmixyv. It is 
done! By whom ? Christ! Who,‘ when he had by 
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right 
hand of the Majesty on high.’ Heb. i. 3. 

Abraham's bosom, therefore, is not the Suture 
residence of the soul ; but is figurative of the faith 
of believers in this life. 

‘ The rich man also died, and was buried We 
have seen that the beggar by dying was freed from 
the miseries inseparable to the stale he was in. 
The rich man dies,and instead of being carried to 
the /aith of Abraham, he is buried! Mark well 
the figure used, Heis buried. The one dies to ail 
his miseries, and is carried to enjoyment ; to faith 
in Christ---the faith of Abraham! The other dies 
to his hopes, to his actual enjoyments, and is buried. 
He is in darkness. There is a grave for his hopes. 


means grave. It is not Geheana-—this word is 
derived trom the Hebrew, and is synonymous with 
the valley of Hinnom, or the Hebrew toph, which 
is tophel. The God Moloch was worshipped, and 
children sacrificed to him, in this valley of Hinnom, 
or lophel. Some latitude has been taken in defining 
this word; but we bejieve the candid and intelligent 
reader will acknowledge its figurative import; and 
that itsignifies a state (rather than a place) of dark 

ness and suffering. Itis very remarkable that the 
word hades should be used in this passage under 
consideration. This circumstance proves 
incontestably this chapter tobe a parable. [ftaken 
according to its literal import, we must understand 
the man to lift up his eves ia the grave | with bis 
body] literally ‘The scene would then Ue in the 
earth. And we think there would be literally a 
great gulf fixed, or obstacle, to prevent, not only 
passing, but seeing! In Matt. ». 29. Christ says, 
‘And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and 
cast it from thee; for it is profitable for thee that 
one of thy members shonld perish, and not that thy 
whole body should be east into hell” The word 
translated hell.is gehenne. Now this is allowed | y 
all to be figurative ; consequently, a parable ! In the 


alone, 





The poor beggar died, but was net buried. The 
rich man dies, and is buried. 


‘And in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in tor- | intended. 
ments.” The reader is requested to turn to Isaiah | buried. 


v. and vi. The Israelites (the rich man,) are there 
prefigured by a vineyard. God declares that he 
will lay tt waste. * Therefore, hell hath enlarged 
herself, and opened her mouth without measure : 
and their glory, and their multitude, and their 

* Reader, how could we dwell in Ged. before we had 
an exisience? Is vot this an unanswerable argument, 
a evidence of the pre-ertsience of the 
soul. 


parable under consideration, the figure wust be 
taken in connexion throughout, with the person 

When « man dies literally, be is literally 
But there never was a man (ilerally buried 
lin gehenna! We never hear of burying in gehenna; 
| but hades, meaning greve, the fgurative language in 
‘the parable is correct and proper. We shall find, 
| therefore, that the Jews [the rich man,| Lilerally 


| died, as respected their losing, and being deprived of 


itheir spiritual enjoymenis, a8 much as a man dies 
}to the things of ‘his world, when his body dies 
And were liferally buried, as respects their being 
lout of sight of their spiritual enjoyments and the 
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truth, as much so, a3 a man is buried in the earth, | plying this rule, we are taught, that where much is | of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whule 
and hidden from every thing relating to this world. said, but little is meant! Still, however, we cannot | family on earth and in heaven are named; and they 


This truth is declared figuratively; and the thing 
thus figuratively declared, is truth ; and as truth is) 
as much literal truth, as it is possible for any thing 
to be true literally. But then it is the truth, which | 
is true, and the thing personated and intended, is | 
that truth. Is there a man living in his senses, who 
would believe us, if we were to say, that the beg- 
gar died, and angels carried him (his dead body, | 
for he was not buried) to Abraham's bosom, liferal- | 
ly? And the rich man died,and was buried, literaily, | 
in the grave, (hades, the dirt—the earth—the | 
round,) and literally orennn bis eyes, &c? No! | 
here is not a man living, in possession of one halt | 
of his reason, who could be guilty of so great an 
absurdity. It is time, then, to be done trifling with 
this parable. The truth has been denied long 
enough! If taken lilerally, the doctrine of endless 
misery cannot be found in, or supported from it. 
If taken figuratively, vo other construction con- 
sistent with Scripture, or common sense, can be put 
upon it, than the view we have taken of it. We 
are, therefore, to understand the literal death of 
the bedy, and the literal interment of the body in | 
the grave, as the figure used. And the truth taught 
in the figure, or parable, is the literal death of the 
rich man (the Jews) spiritually, being deprived of 
the knowledge of God, their Saviour, and carnally 
minded, which, says the apostle, is death. And 
that they are literally buried in darkness of mind, 
and hardness of heart, in which slate, the ‘ things 
that belong to their peace are hidden (buried) from 

their eyes!’ 

( T’o be Continued.) 
o-—— 
TWISTING—OR CONSISTENCY 

Our Divine Doctors contend, that it is necessary | 
to qualify a man to become a minister, that he 
should previously learn the Latin, Greek, and He- 
brew languages,—spend some years in a college--- 
and study divinity a few years afterwards with some 
of their knowing ones. All this is indispensably 


avoid wondering a little, at the tractability of the 
‘ poor ignorant Pagans! 


Controversial. 
COMMUNICATIONS. 


es asec 


Mr. Epiror,—As you suppose that 1am mis- 
taken in asserting, that the Messiah and that Infi- 
nite God who sent him are two separate beings; 
the following reasous for my opinion are submitted 
to your impartial consideration; and if you can 
prove, that they are erroneous, you shall be enti- 
tled to my most cordial respects and sincere thanks. 

As I agree with you, that there is but one Al- 
mighty God, the dispute to be decided between us, 
is, whether Jesus Christ is that one immutable Be- 
ing, or lis heavenly Father, who seot him. AsI 
know but very little of the mode of existence of 











lan Jofinite God, and our heavenly Father has 


condescended to reveal in his word, his name, na- 
ture, person, aod character, as the foundation of 
his unity, and the supreme adoration of his chil- 
dren, I consider myself bound to be governed in 
all my ideas and descriptions of him, by his own 
plain declarations. I have net taken my pen to 
contend for fables, fiction, or falsehood. ut am 
contending for the existence of two unequal beings; 
that to know one as the only true God, and regard 
the other as his messenger, whom he sent, is de- 
clared by Jesus Christ to be eternal life; and | must 
accept of salvation on his terms, or be damned! 

There must be two such distinct characters and 
beings in existence, or they would not possibly be 
known. And as my everlasting felicity depends on 
a proper knowledge of their respective unities, 
characters, and claims, I am under the strongest 
obligations to be serious and impartial, to gain pro- 
per information of them, that | might be able to 
render unto both their just due. 





necessary in America, where the Bible is a school 


book, and churches are as extensive as the popula- | 


tion. Why all this? Ans. Because preaching is a 
very nice mysterious business! Now, look at this--- 
Ina missionary talk of theirs, speaking of a college 
they are going to establish at Serampore, in India, | 
they say, it is for the Ee of qualifying as 
large a number as possible for the work of Christian 
pastors, and Christian teachers, or missionaries. It 
is expected that ONE year's instruction will, in 
most cases, be sufficient for this purpose !!!’ Reader, 
does not this look a little like * blowing hot and cold 
with the same breath /’ How is it. that these Pagans, 
who are represented so pitifully ignorant in a mis- 
sionary sermon, can go through the mill, and come 
out veterans, while the American is yet plodding 
in his ‘horn book?” What a pity it is, that the 
Americans are not so tractable? How great the 
superiority of these ignorant men, over those born 
in Christian countries ? An ignorant Pagan can be 
* qualified for 45 dollars Here one thousand is not 





When a small boy, | was taught by my school- 
master, that, one added to one doubled the number; 
and as I never quite forgot that rule, upon reading 
in my Bible, that, to Christians, there is but one 
God, the Father of all,.and one Mediator, and 
messenger between God and man, the man Christ 
Jesus, | cannot help concluding, that those units 
added together make two beings. 

They are represented in the Scriptures as pro- 
fessing two wills, and tio understandings, and as 
each performing diflerent and opposite actions; 
one acting as a servant and messenger, in subordi- 
nation to the other, as the oue Supreme God and 
Father of all, which demonstrated to me, that they 
are two separate and unequal beings, and claim a 
distinet regard. 

The principal design of Christianity, was, to 
destroy the idol deities, and establish the exclusive 
supreme adoration of the one Almighty Father of 
all, among the human family. And wherever the 
Messiah published the unity and perfections of his 


sufficient! The powers of his mind are such, that) heavenly Father that sent him, and he was known 
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, are altogether super-| and worshipped as the one only living and true 
(lnous ! How can this mystery be solved? Shall! God of all; the devil’s idolatrous kingdom was 
we charitably conclude, that our Calvinistic and | destroyed, the true religion of Christ and pure 


affirm, that of him, and to him, and through bin 
are allthings. The sacred writers they united wit) 
the meek and lowly Jesus and all true worshiy, 
pers, and worshipped the Father alone, who js , 
Spirit, in spirit and in truth. And IJ conclude, j; 
is right for me tocopy their example. The Messia), 
is declared to be a middie person, who acted 4. 
Mediator and Advocate between man and pix 
Sovereign Maker. The terms Christ, Messja)), 
Mediator, Intercessor, Messenger, Ke. denotes 
delegated and inferior offices, and can no more }), 
predicated of an Infinite God, than ignorance y- 
wickedness. And for me to worship a subordina\. 
character, the Mediator, instead, or with tha: 
Almighty Jehovah who sent him, would be idola 
try. 

* our heavenly Father appealed to his owy 
works of creation, to demonstrate his unity and jn. 
finity, and to distinguish himself as the one only 
true God from idol deities, so the Messiah ap- 
pealed to his miraculous works, to prove, that he 
was not Supreme God, but his messenger. And 
Christ prayed, that the world might know that God 
sent him, and though most clergymen in Christen. 
dom are praying quite contrary, that the world 
may know and worship the Messiah as their God 
As the Saviour’s knowledge andrighteousness far 
exceeds the knowledge and righteousness of al 
Christian preachers on earth, I conclude, thet 
Christ’s prayers will be answered before their oppo- 
site petitions; and that the world will some time 
know, that the person of the Father alone, is the 
only true God, and that the Messiah is his messen- 
ger whom he sent, however much those truths are 
now opposed. Jehovah our heavenly Father, and 
his Servant, Jesus the Mediator, are the only two 
beings recorded in the Bible, whose unities and 
characters are immutably fixed, and declared to be 
free from all moral defects. And tie least altera- 
tion in either of them, destroys their utility and 
perfection. To abandon the Messiah as my only 
mediator and pattern, and discard his heavenly 
Father, as the only true God, I should be left with- 
out any intercessor to plead on my behalf, and 
have no one infinite God to govern and bless me. 

Sophistry may invent a number of mystical terms 
about a complex deity, compouoded of opposite 
names, natures, persons, and characters, and su- 
perstition may sanction such mysticism, as prefera- 
ble to the plain language of Seripture. But so long 
as there is any meaning or truth in the express 
words of the Bible, the Messiah, and that Infinite 
Being who sent him,will remain two distinct charac 
ters, and beings, and claim an unequal regard. 

For me to contend, that, a son born of a wo 
man, is quite as old as his father, by whom he was 
begotten, and the self same being—a servant, me 
diator, and messenger whom God sent, the one 
immutable and the Supreme Jehovah himself,would 
not only be giving the lie to plain Bible truth, and 
an insult on the human understanding, but must be 
ranked among the list of tmpossibilities, as certain, 
as it is impossible for our heavenly Father to lic 
when he declares, lam God and change not, auc 
besides me there is no God nor any like me. 

Were I to undertake to exchange the nature, pe: 
son, and tne station of Jehovah and bis Messenger, 


Hopkinsian brethren have dranslated the Seviptures 
into the language of these igaorant Pagans, in such 
a masterly manner, that their several doctrines are 
learned almost as soon asread? Will this solve the 
difficulty ? For we cannot suppose the being born 
ina country where the Seriptures were nol known, 
and trained up io ignorance of every thing save 
idolatry, should make this vast difference in their 
favour! There is but one other way which can 
possibly account for this mystery; and wishing to 
be candid, we, as in duty bound, mention it. Reader, 
itis this. Our Missionary Societies are ‘ Seized 
with a noble frenzy,’ and wishing to make the cause 
popular, they in the eagerness of their ‘noble’ geal, 
are profuse in description of the facility of ‘ minis- 
terial qualifications’ being procured in India; for 
according to one of their orators, who is in full 
possession of this‘ noble frenzy,’ they must under- 


the Mediator, whom he sent, destroy their oppesit 
The Messiah did not leave it to the wild imagi- | unities, and compound them both ite one and ¢! 
nation of his followers, to decide,who,or what they | same immutable character and infinite Ged, I showd 
were to invoke as their only Sovereign Gud. But) then presume to do more than my Almighty Fotbe 
as expressly prohibited them irom asking himself) could accomplish; because he is without any varie 
any thing,and enjoined ov them to pray alone to b.s| bleness or shadow of turning. And I cannot act + 
Father, who sent him,is the one true God, as Moses! vain and wesumptuous as to pretend tu do thai 
forbid the Jews bowing toa graven image. Aod| which my Maker cannot perform. Thousands have 
for me to invoke Jesus Christas my God, would | been deluded and disappotted by invoking comples 


worship of Jehovah established. 





the second commandment; although all the mo- 
dern Aarons on earth worship the Messiah as su- 
preme God 


be 4s much a transgression of his command, as, 
Aaron’s creating the golden calf, wasa breach of | 


deities inyented by men, and recanted. But vo 
one was ever deceived, or had any cause to repent 
worshipping the God of Jesus, who is a Spiri, in 
spirit and in truth Nor never will. As our heavenly 
Father proved himself a prayer-hearing God to bis 


Inspired prophets and apostles did not ignorant- | beloved Son, and all the holy prophets ; so he has 
ly worship, what Calvin styles ‘a barbarous, in-| promised to hear and answer the prayer of all his 
sipid, profane, popish idol, and unknown God | children, who call upon him with all their hearts. 
trinity.’ But declare, that with one mind and with| And instead of it being any disgrace for Cliris- 





fate a great deal, tudo a little! Consequently, ap- 


one mouth, they worship the one God and Father | tians,to regard their altogether lovely Master, Jesus, 








asa Divine Messenger, and implicitly obey hiscom- 
mand, and copy his example in loving, serving, 
worshipping, and glorifying his heavenly Father 
alone, as the only living and true God of all. I 
consider such practice as the brightest ornament of 
Christianity, and the glory of the Christian name. 
Because, by thus acting, they honour Christ, and 
glorify Almighty God in the highest. 

And, until there is found a servant and worship- 
per of Jehovah, more worthy my implicit obedi- 
ence and imitation than the meek and lowly Jesus; 
and it can be proved, that there is any deity so just- 
ly claiming my exclusive supreme adoration as his 
heavenly Father, I shall continue to regard them as 
two separate and unequal beings, and copy after 
ove in adoring the other as my only God, as the 
best and most effectual means I am acquainted 
with, to perfect my holiness, and consummate my 
felicity in time and to all eternity. Amen. 

Epwarp SHarman. 
Springfield, New-Jersey. 
ANSWER. 

Our correspondent E. 5. says, that he is ‘ con- 
tending for the existence of rwe unequal beings. 
That to know one as the only true God, and 
regard the olheras his messenger whom he hath 
sent, is declared by Jesus Christ to be eternal 
lie. And | must accept of salvation on his 
terms, or be damned.’ We shail take the liberty 
to deny that Christ ever made the above declara- 
tion. We think &. S. would have done better, if 
he had produced the seriptures for his authority. 
We nave no hesitation in saying, that the scriptures 
coutain no such declaration. Aud further, when E. 
5S. will prove, that God is a distinct bemg from 
Cliisi, aud that they are unequal in their charac- 
ters, we stand pledged to prove Christ the greatesi, 
and best being in the universe! and the other, call 
him by what uname you will, to be inferior / ‘1 Am 
God; aud beside me there is no Saviour. Look 
untu We, and be ye saved!’ Here is our FORTRESS; 
and we believe itis wnpregnable. ‘This is the de- 
clarauion of that God, who is in (and is) Christ re- 
conciliug the world unto bimself.’ It is true that 
* there is no other name under heaven given among 
men Whereby we must be saved but the name of 
Jesus?’ it is well koown that the translation of the 
scriptures, now in use, Is the work of those, who 
were by profession Z'rinitarians; and believers in 
a plurality ot persons inGod; or, as they term it, 
the Godhead. ‘These persons they have made three 
in number, Father---Sen---aund Holy Ghost. And 
they have im many instances sv managed the trans- 
lation, that they Lave represeated God, and Christ, 
as spoken of separately, and distincily, wlhien the 
original would not justly them. We siiali notice 
vuly a few, out of the many, which might be ad- 
duced tn proof of our assertion. la Pau)’; 2d Epis.to 
"Thess. 1. 2. * Grace unto you, aud peace from Gud 
vur Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ’ The words, 
‘and the, ave here derived frou the conjunction 4%, 2 
Cor. i 3. is the same, &e. lo 1 Cor. xy. 24. we find 
the word even substituted tor* and the.’ Let the 
ivransialion in Uke lwo passages quoted conform to 
this, aud we shall read * Grace unto you, and peace 
teom God our Father, even the Lord Jesus Christ.’ 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 155 


viewing the subject in this light, and making this , must be here, see 2ist verse ; ‘ For as the Father 
distiaction, will have to acknowledge their premises, | raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth; even so 
and cannot rid themselves of these, their necessary {How ? Even so—precisely as the Father does) the 
conclusions. | Son quickeveth whom he will’ Reader, mark well 

E.S. farther says, ‘The Messiah did not leave it to the unity of being, of purpose, and of action. As 
the wild imagination of his followers to decide, who, | the Father quickeneth, even so the Son quickeneth 
or what they were to invoke as their only sovereign | Whom he will, We now ask, Are there fico wills ? 
God. But as expressly prohibited them from ask-| Clirist has answered the question. ‘ For what 
ing himself any thing, and enjoined on them to | things soever he (the Father) doeth, these also doeth 
pray alone to his Father, who sent bim, as the only the Son likewise !’ Christ continues, see verse 22. 
true God, as Moses forbade the Jews bowing toa|* For the Father judgeth no man; but hath com- 

raven image.’ Reader, we have E. S.’s assertion | mitted (God is in Christ) all judgment unto the 
tor this; and that, without proof, is good for nothing! | Son.’ Why? Whatfor? Ans. verse 23; ‘ That all 
Let us examine this. How express was Moses in| should honour the Son,(How much?) even as they 
forbidding the — of idols? Aus.* Thou shalt} honour the Father. (How do they honour the Fa- 
not bow down thyself to them, nor worship them !’| ther? Isit by bowing the knee?) He that honoureth 
Did Christ ever expressly forbid any of his disci-| not the Son, honoureth not the Father which sent 
ples, or others, from worshipping him? No! Did) him. We ask E. S. whether he honours the Son, 
any ever worship him? Yes. Proof—Matt xx 20.| as Father? If not, look to it! Does ES object, 
* Then came to him the mother of Zebedee’s clil-| the Sender (Father) is distinet, and separate from 
dren with her sons, worshipping, and desiring a cer-| the Sent? [Son.}] We answer—The Sender came 
tain thing of him.’ viii 2.* A leper came and wor-| with the Sent. ‘In the beginning was the Word, and 
shipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt thou canst! the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 





make me clean.’ xiv 53. Then they that were in 
the ship, came and worshipped him.’ xv. 25. * Then 
came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help 
me.’ After his resurrection, xxviii. 9.‘ And as they 
went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, 
saying, All hail. And they came and held him by 
the feet, (they bowed themselves to the earth) and 
worshipped him. Luke xxiv. 52. * And they worship- 
ped jum,’ Jolin xix. 38. The blind man believed 
and worshipped him.’ When Cornelius wershipped 
Peter, Acts x. 25. * Peter said, Stand up, I myself 
am only aman!” When John would have worship- 
ped the angel, Rev. xxii. 8, 9. the angel said, ‘ See 
thou do i not; for | am thy fellow-servant, and of 
thy brethren the prophets, &e. Worship God! 
Reader, are we to infer from this, that Christ was a 
creature, to worship whom would be idolatry ? 
Isaiah xv. 22, 23.‘ Look unto me, and be ye saved, 
all the ends of the earth; for I am God, and there 
is none else. I have sworn by myself, the word is 
gone out of my mouth, righteousness, and shall not 
return, That wnto me every knee shall bow, every 
tongue shall swear.’ Philippians ii 10,11. * At the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth. And every tongue should confess (what ? 
That Jesus is a creature, to worship whom would 
be idolatry; No!) that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father” It was prophesied of 
Christ, that he should be called * Wonderful, Coun- 
sellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peace.” And the proper and exten- 
sive definition of Kugis, translated Lord, is Chief— 
Sovereign—LExcellent—an Enlarger—a_ Father—- 
Founder—Commander—duthor, &c. God has de- 
clared his glory he will not give to another. Christ, 
therefore, is not another; and the Seriptures are 
consistent and true, when they declare, that’ God 
is in Christ.” The unity (onenes’) of Father and | 
Son, is declared by Christ, Joho v 19.* Verily, T) 
say unto you, the Son can do sothing of himseli, | 
but what he seeth the Father do; for what things! 
svever he doeth, these also dveth the Sou likewise’ 








We, therefore, consider the original to purport this, | bring as an objection to the truth we advocate, we! Christ, spoke of the Father in heaven. 


Who isalso our Lord Jesus Christ! Our Trinita- 

rian friends having dunied the oumber of their —* 
iv daree, Were under (he necessity of using the word | 
even, in 1 Cor. xv. 24. For bad they translated the 
passages ‘to God, aud the Father,’ they wouid 
ave represented the Father distinct from God, 
aod would thea have been in possession of four 
deities, which would bave been one more than they 
are allowed ! If it is objected, that the figure used 
in L Cor. xv. 24. of Christ's * delivering up the king- 
dom to God, even the Father, vecessarily implies 
distinction in being, and subordination im power, We 
answer---the construction usually pur upon the 28th 
verse, would imply, that there was atime, wheo 
Christ, whois subordinate, was not in subordina- 
tion! It must then follow, that if Christ possessed 
all power (and was not God) and was not in subor- 
dination to God, God must have been in subordina- 
tion wv him. (Curist!) We fearlessly hazard the de- 





claration, that those who have been in the habit of 


On this one passage which a superficial reader might 


are quite willing to rest the question  Supposd ig) 
our correspondent, B.S. was to deelere, ‘tl can do) 
nothing of myself, but what J see God do ; for what-| 
ever things he (God) doeth, these also Ido. Would | 
there be any truth in the declaration? No! None! | 
The question naturally occurs, What has the Son | 
seen the Father do? Christ answers this question ;| 
see v. 20 ‘For the Father loveth the Son, and | 
showeth him ail things that himsclf doeth.’ The reader , 
is requested to notice carefully our recapitulation. | 
Christ first declares, ‘ The Son can do nothing of 
hivuself’? Why, we ask ? We appeal to the reader. 
Could not Christ do something of himself. if he 
were a being disiinct from the Father ? Christ as- 
signs the reason why. ‘ What things soever he (the 


Father) doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise ’ 
Is it possible to put words together, or find lan- 
guage, which will express unity of being, character, 
and action, more emphatically than these words of 





Christ have done? If it is possible, we think they 


[Or God was the word!} All things were made by 
him; [Who? Ans. The Word,] and without him 
was not any thing made that was made, And the 
Word was made flesh and dwelt among us He was 
in the world, and the world was made by him, and 
the world knew him not.’ John i. Christ likewise 
declares, vi. 51. ‘ Lam the living bread which came 
down from heaven, 83d verse. For the bread of 
God is he which cometh down from heaven, and 
giveth life unto the world ; verse 63. The words 
that I speak unto you are Spirit, and are life.’— 
The * bread of God, is here a convertible term 
for the Word. ‘The Spirit! Will E. S. contend, 
that the Spirit, [of] God, and God are two? 
We think not. And this admitted, and the question 
is settled! ‘The Word was made flesh. A body 
hast thou prepared me.’ Who was the body 
[flesh] prepared for? Aus. The Mord. Who pre- 
pared the body? Ans. The Word. For ali things 
were made by him. If itis objected, that the Word 
which was wade flesh, did not prepare, or beget the 
flesh, [being the only beastie w e answer—Christ 
says, ‘For what things soever he [the Father] 
doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise ” 

The remark of t. S. that * there must be tivo such 
distinct characters and beings in existence, or they 
would not possibly be known,’ if it proves any 
thing, proves too much for him. According to this, 
whatever is imaginary must be real; and all the 
heathen deities niust exist. We think this will not 
answer. Werequest E. S. to recollect, that Christ 
spoke in parables. Avd farther, that Christ has 
explained, by saying, ‘The words that I speak are 
Spirit, and are lyfe.’ Christ: assumed the name of 
the * Son of man? vo allusion to being bern of a 
woman. Aad the Jews considered him in no other 
light, than the Son of Joseph and Mary. Christ 
as the Son of man, spoke of his flesh. Christ 
figuratively represented Himself as bread, the bread 
of life which came down from heaven. Spiritually 
God manifest in his flesh The Jews understood 
the figure of the bread, in the same manner they 
coosidered Christ naturally. God manifest in the 
flesh, the only begotten of God, the Son of man, 
And Christ 
likewise spoke of hinisell, as being in heaven, while 
manifest inthe flesh, on earth See John ii. 12,13 
‘it fT bave told you earthiv things, and ye believe 
not, how shall ye believe, if LT tell you heavenly 
things. And no man bath ascended up to heaven, 
but he that came down from heaven, the Son of 
man Which is in heaven.’ 

If B.S. produced any evidence from the serip- 
tures to support his declarations,that God and Christ 
are two unequal beings, and had tivo wills, and two 
uucerstaudings, and claim: a separate regard, we 
think he would be entitled to notice. As the case 
stands, we do not think his word worth attending 
to, or meriting a serious refutation. Christ declared, 
that ‘all should honour the Son, as they honour the 
Father.” Uf this is expressive of a separate regard, 
we would thank £ ». to tell us what the reverse of 
this means! We willsinply ask the question. whe- 
ther Moses’ law, speaking of the regard in whieh 
God and idols should be considered, declared, that 
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all should hunour thei, as they honour God. If this 
can be proved, then bh. 5.’ assertion relative to his 
prohibitions, &c., will appear more reasonable ! 
Relative to Christ's prohibiting his disciples 
ashing any thing of himself, we have his word 
for it! And——that is all! See Johwo xiv. 13, 14 
* Whatsvever ye shall ask tn my varne, that 
will I do, that the Father may be 
the Son. If ye shall ask any thing 
will dow!” Reader, Do you call this a prodebition’ 
Aad is it as plain as the prolibitivn of Moses, 
against bowing the kuee to idols? We think not! 
E. 5S. speaks of 
of opposite names, natures, persons, aud characters 
Of this deity, we neither huow, nor care any thiog 
about. The God we worship, who isin Christ, ts 
uniform, and consistent, in his names, person, and 
character. His names, are * Wouderful, Counsel 
lor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace” Here is nothing in opposition. His na- 
ture is Love ! His person (in the singular, not per- 


gloritied 


sons,| is the body which he prepared, and is the | 


* Head of every man.’ He is theretore, independent 


for his existence, deriving, if we may be allowed | 


the expression, his person from himself. Here is 
nothing like opposition. His character is given by 
himself. ‘The Loap, The Lorn Gop, merciful 
and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in good- 
ness and truth!’ And he gave evidence of the abun- 
dance of his goodness, by rending the heavens and 
coming down, assuming our nature, and reconciling 
us to himself in the body, He prepared, on the tree 

E. 5S: continues--* For me to contend, that a son 
born of a woman, is quite as oldas his father, by 
whom he was begotten, and the self-same being— 
a servant, mediator, and messenger, whom the 
great God sent, the one Liomutable and Supreme 
Jehovah himself, would not only be giving the lie 
to plain Bible truth,’ &c. * As certain, as it is impos- 
sible for our heavenly Father to lie, when he de- 
clares, ‘1 am God, | change not, and beside me 
there is no God, nor any like Me.” To this, we 
answer—we are quite willing to test these premises 
by the seriptures,and reject so much as js repugnant 
to them, and retaia what is retained by the Serip- 
tures. The prophecy of Isaiah, of Christ, is as 
follows— For unto us a child is born, unto usa 
Son is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder ; and his name shall be called Woaderful, 
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Fa- 
ther, the Prince of Peace.’ According toE 3S. we 
should give the lie to the Bible, unless we call him 
a servant, messenger, Xc., and declare, that his cha- 
racter, and nature, is unequal and opposite to all 
this! Supposing ao uniform was adopted by con- 
gress, for every grade of officers in the government, 
from the President, down to the most petty officer 
in the government, would the acts of the President 
cease to be official, if they were executed while he 
was in the dress of an inferior? Does the dress con- 
stitute the man? Doesthe manchange with his dress? 
No! We ask,in the words of the prophet, Who is this 
that cometh from Edom, with dted garments (the 
flesh) from Bozrah? [Ans.] This glorious in his 
apparel, (the flesh. Not opposite and unequal, 
travelling in the greatness of his strength ? (Who 
was this? Ans.) | that speak io 
mighty to save.” John in Rev. xix. speaking of this 
Saviour, refers to the crucifixion, and says—‘ And I 
saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse ; and 
he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, 
[not unequal,| and in righteousness he doth judge 
and make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire, 
and on his head were many crowns ; (see Isaiah ix. 
6.) and he had aname written (Saviour,) that no 
man knew, but himself; and be was clothed with a 
vesture dipped in blood; (the fesh,) and his name 
is called the Word of God. (the Word was made 
flesh.) And the armies in heaven followed him up- 
on white horses, clothed in fine linen (righteousness) 
white and clean. And out of bis mouth goeth a 
sharp sword, (the gospel) that with it he should 
smite the vations; and he shall rule them with a red 
of iron; [denoting power. See Isaiah ix. 7 | and he 
treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath 
of Almighty God. And he hath on his vesture (the 
flesh) and on his thigh a name written, [God mani- 
fest in the flesh] KING OF KINGS, AND LORD 


m | 
P | ¢ ° ° 
in my oame, d/ nature, person, and the station of Jehovah, and his | redeemed in heaven stand complete 


‘a complex deity, compounded | 
|complish, because* he is without any variableness, | question is, whether under our present trials, esp, 
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OF LORDS.’ Is God, less God, because he made | more dreadful, than the sinking of worlds. 
yped it in blood? It is God | same time, they begin the triumphant song, they 


| flesh his vesture, and di 


At the 


j manifest in the flesh, Jesus the Saviour, to whom | see the power of God employed in the must terri. 
the Supreme title is applied, * Kine of kings, and | ble manner to make their dearest and nearest e n 
Loxp of lords.” We now ask, to whom does the | nexions for ever miserable. And for this display 


| Bible give the lie? And who gives the lie to the | his power, they ascribe unto him, blessin 


| Bible , 


&: 80d glo 


lry, and wisdom, and thanksgiving!!!) This con 


b.5. says,‘ Were I to undertake to exchange the | sideration, were there no other, is proof that th» 


| wm holiness 


Messenger, the Mediator, whom he sent, and com- | They feel exactly as God does, according to thei 
pound them both into one and the same immutable | measure; or they are filled with ail the fulness o/ 


| character and Infinite God, ! should then presume | God !!! This consideration, my friends, may also }, 


to do more than my Almighty Father could ac- | improved for to search and try our own hearts. ‘Ty 


or shadow of turning; and I cannot act so vain and | cially at the death of a dear reiative, our conduc 
presumptuous, as to pretend to do that which my | has any likeness to the example before us? Do y, 


Maker cannot perform.’ We are willing to admit 
all the reason and argument this paragraph can 
possibly be supposed to contain. Nay, more, add 
io it, if you please, only preserve its shape, and see 
what LE. S. will prove. Let E.S. in the first place 
detine the person of Christ, (whom he considers as 
the Messenger) and point out the difference? If he 
will undertake this, we venture to assert he will be 
in no danger of compounding both into one! But 
we think there is great danger of a failure, on his 
part, of making the distinction, and telling what 
God’s person is, distinet from Christ. The serip- 
tures declare positively that God is in Christ! And 
when E. S. can define the personality of his soul, 
and the personality of his spirit, and make the 
distinction evident, and show that they are separate 
persons, and can be exchanged like two apples, we 
think he will be able to effeet something by his 
present manner of reasoning, and not betore! We 
wish E. S. to bear in mind, that if God is un- 








righteousness, | 


changeable in his nature and character, (and he says 
he is,) and the seriptures are true, [and E. S. has 
not yet formally disputed their authenticity,} then 
there never was a time whea God was net in Christ, 
according to KE. S.’s own premises! What is the 
character of God? Aus. Saviour! What is the 
character of Christ, according to E. 5. who con- 
tends for their * opposite unities,’ characters, &c ¢ 
What is opposite to Saviour’ Ans. Destroyer! Is 
this, we ask, the character of Clirist? Let the con- 
science of E.S. auswer this question ! 

The conelusion of E. 3.’s communication we 
think will not stand the test. Namely—I shail 
continue to regard them as two separate, and une- 
qual beings; and copy after one, in adoring the 
other, as my ouly God; as the bestand most effec- 
tual means I am acquainted with, to perfect my holi- 
ness, and consummate my felicity in time, and to 
all eternity. Amen” We think E.S. would make 
an excellent Jew, but will not do altogether for a 
Christian. Now, we have one question to ask. E. 
S. contends that Christ is imperfect, and unequal, 
&e. And he with a view to perfect his holiness, is 
determined to copy after this imperfect and unequal 
being —How long will it take E. S, to perfect bis 
holiness, according to his premises ? 

* Land the Father are ONE! Not TWO! 


ABOMINABLE. 


Extract trom ‘ Universalism confounds and de- 
| stroys itself’ By Josuva Spautpine, Pastor of a 
| Church in Buckland. Page 356.‘ As the redeemed 
in heaven will for ever behold that awful sight in 
hell, that exquisite torture, horror and despair, they 
will have the best opportunity to see what they 
themselves deserve—trom what they were redeem- 
ed—and the preciousness of that blood which re- 
deemed them. They will for ever have the best 
opportunity to sing with sweet melodious joy, Wor- 
thy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, 
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour 
and glory, and blessing. 

* The instance before us makes it pla in that the re- 
deemed in heaven are completely holy. They look 
down and see their own dearest hindred in heil, un- 
der all the bitter agonies of death, and they stand 
unmoved at the sight! They maintain perfect calm- 
ness, and undisturbed joy!!! They hear the great 
Judge pronounce the final sentence; they see all 
the wicked sink down to hell, and hell moved with 
devouring flames to meet them; a sight infinitely 

















show submission to the will of God? Do we show 
to the world, love, and joy in the display of his 
power, his terrible majesty, and glorious justice: 
if we do not love these pertections of Deity, mani 
festedin their proper effects, how can we delight in 
the riches of his grace? An heavenly temper must 
begin in this world !!! When death comes it is for 
ever too late. But O! the peace, the joy, and 
strength the soul feels, that is entirely swallowed up 
in God?’ 

Reader, we know of no terms in use among men 
sufficiently expressive to even whisper the detesta- 
tion in which we hold the above sentiments. We, 
therefore, shall only observe, that according to the 
qualification above described, Nero, and Roses- 
PIERE, stood pre-eminent! And we think, that if the 
name of our Merciful heavenly Father was erased 
from this Extract, and the word devil substituted in 
its place, it would even then be speaking evil of his 
Satanic majesty in a measure, which, neither the 
scriptures, nor reason, would in any shape justify !!, 


Errata—In No. 35, page 143, in the 74th line 
from the top of the Sd column, the word to, should 
have been inserted hetween the words “than that” 
to have conveyed my meaning. ‘Thus it stands in 


‘the manuscript (if [ mistake not) in answer te 


“ Whatdeath ?” Ans. “* No other than to that 
which was conferred by inspiration, and not ouly 
could,but was actually lost by interception’--If this is 
unintelligible let it be altered thus—What death : 
Ans. no other than fo that lile which was conferred 
by inspiration, and not only could be, but was ac 
tually lost by sin- 
IMPARTIALIST 


Note—We inform Impartialist, that if he sends 
us any more coinmunications, with an appendix, 
(“not to be published,” )they must be couched in 
different terms ; or we shall jeave the whole to the 
mercy of the printers. It is in vain for any person to 
try to persuade the Editor that he has not common 
sense ! Our correspondent will understand this. 

etal 


ORTHODOXY. 


Pretenders to orthodoxy have contended that 
evil originated in heaven, the residence of Deity: 
and in proof of this, their hypothesis, they refer to 
Rey. xii. 7. If this is truth, what then is the order 
of time established in the events related in this 
Book? Did all the events mentioned as taking place 
prior to this war in heaven, happen before the crea- 
tion and fall of man? If not, then this war in heaven 
did not happen before the creation and fal] of man! 
According to this, the common understanding of 
this war in heaven, a considerable part of the things 
related must have actually taken place before the 
creation, and the remainder, to have followed in re- 
gular succession, must have transpired long before 
our day; and therefore, there can be nothing future ! 
It isa great pity that our knowing ones, who assume 
the name of * Divine Doctors, did not think before 
they speak, and with all their knowledge, know this, 
that premises willhave conclusions ; and that those 
who invent the one, must confess their affinity 


with, and stand accountable for the others. 
aur 


To Correspondents. 
JPM. Requesting an exposition of Rev. xxi. 7. 8. is 
received, and will be noticed. Amator Veritatis’ N.B. is 
received ; likewise J.C. A Methodist, &e. 





